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Scalar Methods

Using It

Similar to...

Q: How old is your daughter? A: 8

Q: What’s your wife’s name? A: Laura

Q: How much wood could a woodchuck
chuck if a woodchuck could chuck 
wood? A: 42

49



Scalar Methods

Using It

In other Words...

A question that receives one answer
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Scalar Methods

Using It

Name What’s it do?
length How long is the string

repeat(n) Repeats the string n times

replace(search,replace) Search the string and replace an item

remove(pattern) Search the string and remove an item

match(pattern,global)
Match a string based on a regular 

expression

split(pattern)
Turns a string into an array based on 

pattern
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Scalar Methods, Examples

Using It

[% IF description.length < 200 %]
[% description %]

[% END %]

[% var1 = “<div class=\”box\”></div>” %]
[% var1.repeat(post_loop.size) %]

[% var1 = “a-bad-file-name.jpg %]
[% var1 = var1.split(“-”) %]
[% var1.size %]

What about 

the others? 
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Scalar Methods, Regular Expressions

Using It

What’s a Regular Expression?

Deep
Complex
Powerful

Allows us to make complex comparisons
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Scalar Methods, Regular Expression Example

Using It

(very) Briefly... 

[% var1 = “about-us/staff/bob” %]
[% var1 = var1.replace(‘/W+’,’-’) %]
[% var1 %]

[% END %]

about-us-staff-bob
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Scalar Methods, Regular Expression Example

Using It

Why not more?

Deep
Complex
Powerful

Practically Its Own Language
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Template Toolkit
Recap!
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Recap!
ings to Remember

Requires setup by a server admin

Immensely flexible

Steep learning curve

and of course...

Muffins.
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Steve Swanson
Creative Director, Plain Black

steve@plainblack.com
(703) 286-2525 x820

http://template-toolkit.org/
http://www.regular-expressions.info/
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