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Advanced 
Theme 
Management



Simple Theme



Advanced Theme



Define constraints.

Grows Grows 
verticallyvertically

AccordionAccordion

Dynamic Dynamic 
background background 

colorcolor

Numbers in bgNumbers in bg
need to be textneed to be text

Customizable button Customizable button 
texttext



Establish coding practices 
before developing.



Build a static 
implementation.
Test it.



CSS Organization
Group styles into related files.

layout.css: Constant elements, margin

fonts.css: Typography

forms.css: Basic forms

colors.css: Breaking out colors (and images) can 
be helpful if your theme will be rebranded.

Layer page- or template-specific stylesheets on 
top of this



Object-Oriented CSS
.corners .corners.gradient



Write Documentation
Document your implementation decisions.



On Documentation

“In product documentation, the manual is the 
product. If a feature isn’t defined, it doesn’t exist 
as far as the user can tell. If a feature is 
described badly, the user will perceive the 
product to be a bad product. Thus, do not skimp 
on the documentation.”

—Randall Schwarz



WebGUI 
Implementation
Design styles, page layouts, 
and asset templates to 
reduce code repetition.

Beware of default templates 
that declare fonts & colors.

Store your theme code in 
one place and export as a 
package.



Measuring Success

R.O.I.

Professional/Technical Growth

Client satisfaction

User satisfaction



Plan creatively.
Implement deliberately.



Be pragmatic.

Implementation should be 
transparent to your audience.



Thanks!

Tessa Harmon
#webgui: seriftron
WebGUI Forums: serif
tessa@knowmad.com

mailto:tessa@knowmad.com


Resources

Jeff Croft on OOP CSS:
http://jeffcroft.com/blog/2009/may/20/applying-oop-concepts-css/

http://jeffcroft.com/blog/2009/may/20/applying-oop-concepts-css/
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